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WHAT BECAME O

[Bpecial to The Times-Dispatch.]

Washington, October 11.—"Tho story
that James Jones, couchman of Jefi-
erson Davls, while ho was President of
the Confederacy, and now employed
it the Unlted States Senwte, disposed
of the seul of the Confederite Stnles ut |
Mr, Davis's command, canpot be trul'.l
It I8 & hullucination of Jones, ‘There|
lg ut present a sufliciency of avulluble
evidence to show that Admiral Thoman |
O. Belfrldge, of the United States l\‘m‘:‘,|
retired, secured the seul ip 1573 from |
Colonel John T, Fickett, the first t;un-i
federate Commissioner Lo Moxleo, and |
if he has not disposed of It he must |
bave It stiin”

This remarkable pltutement was made
to The Times-Dispatch correspondent |
by Judge Wulter A, Montgomery, torn
erly of the Hupreme Coury of Nurlh;
Carollng, who has been in Washington |
for a year collecting data for a his- |
tory of the clvil administration of the !
Confederate States, Including thoir di-
plomatle relatlons, which s writ-
Ing.

In 1500 James Jones, a negro, who|
worked tor Jefferson Davls, and whe |

he

has been employed In the statlonery |
room of the Sonate for many years, |
started 4 story to the effect that his|

master had given him the seal when|

leaving Richmond, and that he hlllll
burled It where it would never be
Tound.

Jones sald that Mr. Davis had ordered |

him Lo hide the weal where it would|
never be found by Lhe United States!
authoritles, and tha: he had -'arrlrdi

out the orders of his master,
result that the seal would
to light.

Jones {8 a darky of the old scheol,
and has been carrlad on the pay roli]
of the Eenate because of hiz faithful-

with the
never r;om-:l

ol Richmond

his position had bLeen etrengthened by

FSEAL OF CONFEDERATE

History of Its Strange Disappearance Is Related by
Montgomery.

the withdruwal from Richmond.
“AL Charlotte,

T

even after Lee and
Johnaton had surrendered, Mr. Davis
wis  deflant and  insistad upun pro-

travting the war beyvond the Mississlp-
Pl 1t would not, therefore, have heen
consistent for him to have ordered the
hiding of the senl upon the evacuation |

If he was sincere In his |
Danville proclamnations, |
"I, however, Mp, Davls knew that
the Confederate cause was Jost when
the govertiment ubandened Richmond |
and determined (o hide the sesl, whyl
should he have chysen 4 servant for |
the work Instead of one of his falth- |
ful friends and alds who surrounded
him?

“Then again, the seal did not belong

Charlotte and

to Mr. Davis's oMee and he had no
phy 1l control of it By Sectlon 2
und acy of Confedernte Cougress N‘n.|
24=-"To organize the Departmeny of
State’ —it was declared ‘thay 11 shatll
he ‘the duty of the Se redurs Hiate
to ep the Great Seal of the nfeder-
#Ate Htates and to make ou! and re-
cord all papers of State and to affix
sold seal.’ |

Wan Not In Richmond. !

“And finully, Jones was net in fleh-
mond when the city was svacuated,

“Colonel Burton Hasrrizson, In  the
Century Mugazine for Novemher, 155{
—'The Caplure of Jeflerson Davis'—
wrote that he left Richmeond at 10

a'clock at night, Friday, hefare “Vacua-
tlon. Sunday. April 2, In u spacial train
f tao ar three coaches, His parts con-
#istad of Mr= Davis, her slxter, Mieg
Howell, her four childran, Ellen, mulal-
to maid, and James Jones mulatio
voachman. The Jaughters of Mrs, Tren-
holm wers alsa in the party. and Lwo
carrlage horses were alsa taken along

Oshown by

later correspondence. in
March of the following year Colonel
Plekott wrste to the Un'ted States
consul at Paris asking for Informa-
tlon of Mr. Bromwell and satd, “We in-
duced him to go abroad beciause of his
hablts as to drink.’

"Subsequently, Colonel Plckett wrote
the consuls at many European ports in

an effort to locate Mr. Bromwell and
to hear from him personally, but the
tenor of Colonel Plckett's letters in-

dicate that no communication was had
from him by Plekett or Mrs, Brom-
wll,

“In a letter of May 17, 1573, to Brom-
well, Plekett wrote, ‘You will walt a
long time before lghtning will strike
you again: nor will you ever find an-
other J. T. P. to utilize the treasure
trove to your benefit'

“Bromwell dled in Londen In 1875,
dlons, broken In health nand spirits. In
February, 1576, Colonel Plokett wrote
Mra. Bromwell that he held $469 in cash
and $8,000 in honds, which he purposed
turning over to her as her trustee”

Traces History of Seal.

Judge Montgomery then traced, with
copies of the original papers hefore
him, the history of the seal from tha
act of the Confederate Congross creat-
ing it on April 30, 1863, the Ietler of
Mr. Henfamin ordering it to be made
In England through Mr. Masen, Con-
federate commisaioner to England: an
itemized copy of the receipt glven by
thie maker, Joseph & Wyon, chief en-
Eraver to Her Majesty; letters showing
Ity delivery to Mr. Benjamin by Lileu-

tenant Chapman, of the Confederato
navy In September, 1564, and the loss
of u past of the fAxtures at Bermuda.

These fixtures were not recovered, and

“Th the =onl could not be used without
ness to his former master. An attempt | white ll;_“',r_',! r: ”::I‘?:""';:“r"’_l (:::Il\,“:r then ! S !
to remove him on account of total dis-| S T el Judge Montgomery = sat anv_t- tha
ability, at the last sesslon of Cangress | ‘;1;:“}1 el EINY nt l]l'- Abheviile, the geal was in one of the boxes which
brought from Senator John Shurp Wil- | o0t 0 & 'r,,“,'l",‘m'p’:l"'t‘,‘ r\"'r““;"i LD, Bromwell took to Charlotte anh that
lams a stinging rebuke to those “.Im.ll'““l"lile =% 1 M avie at Plekett gol the scal when the TH\]'!N'?
wished to separate him from his month- | “Tha history of the ] Sty a_ml records of the Department o
I¥ check. {inne it : Y ine sirange disdp- State came Into his possession.
pearance of the Confederate seal is as “There Is nothing In the record to
Ko Credeucesin, Story. | follows: On the 25th of March, 1865, show that Plekett agreed to sell or
"It meemns strange that any thought- | Ave daye hefare the evacuktion of |irn over to the United Sintes the soal
ful person would give the least cred- ! Richmond. J. p. Henjamin, Secretary of of the Confederate States'
fnca to Jones's statement,” continued . State, seny Willlam J. Bromwell, Jjs- At this point Judge Montgomery pro-
Judge Montgomery, “bacause the ovh- bursing clerk of the department, to duced voples of letters from I"I;:ken'ﬂ
tnation of Richmond. though eudden, | Charlotte, North Carolina, with thrae 16LEE | bk —RoR LR the BN af
was not unexpected by Mr, Davis, his | haxes of the belonglngs of that de- Congress with the Plekett papers to
cabinet, or General Lee. | pariment, whers they were to ha pul THE CONFEDERATE SEAL. Captain Selfridge and correspondence
“Preparations had been made to meet lin a place of safety. e ) s ol (el e s
il—trrnf quantities of l:o\-rrmnrm! “Bromwell, as he was orde red o da strong boxes which he had made In|her of Congress from Louisiana andl Richmond without &uecoess, accepted | #mi'h and clectrotvper, of New York,
nroperty, inecluding machinery for var-|hy Mr Benjamin, stopped In Danville Charlotte. He sald that he did not dls- | then In France, commissioned by Mr.|, o P t hi Plekett! er-| Peiring upon the possession of the senl
inus manufacturing purposes, the gov- |and got three trunks and feur hox turb the contents. He wrote, how- Benjamin, with Mr, Davis's .--.\5.-"1,!" preneiiriiLStosonlonisickett sl y by Captuin Seclfridge.
ornment archives, hooks and nnpcrs.inr records and property of the State ever, Instead of having them marked|to offer te the Elirenenn Bations n““lrl_:vlr'c. The letters between Plekett and
Naving been romoved to places of  Department, which he had stored some Confederate States, Department of| clpation of the slaves for recognition| “He wrote to Plckett as follows: ‘I|Black are dated Fetween May and Sep-
f-':lfﬂ:-'- 'Tilorl! was no intent n lo|weeks previously at the Danville Fe-| States, T concluded to have my own| of the Tonfederate States. He hid | have now on to say that If you ean 'tember, 1573, and relate to Black's con-
abandon the conlert at that time. The | male College, under his superiors di- initiuls placed upon thems In order|lived with Mr Benjamin in Richmond. "_m,r ey a sum monthly as will, 'et to miake medala and elrctrotypes
HESR o vesreat iang (defordolhn L frectiona; to attract af little attention as possible. Nought and Sold Curlos. i X B 2 in bronze, silver, and gold from the
sgreed upon by Mr. Davls and General | “Ho took the ten packages to Char- “He reported that the hoxes were| “After the war Colonel Pleknti sei- | ©Nable me to support iy little family Confederate seal, Large numbers of
l.ee, and at Danville all the departments | Intte. He arrived there on April 1 and )} numbhered 1, 2, 3, 18, 19, and 20, and | tled In Washington, D. ., to practice| of wif. and child tn an ecvonomiecal| thess medalilo were shipped by Black
'I::":!ll"hpr‘aso:;rfhngi: V;'f‘r:’_]'mf‘ﬂ"d f"-*f;*tt:-'f'fl Il?_tx.n in a room In the court-lmarked W. J. B. The trunks were inw_ nnd at L.Ilr same tihie engaged Inl manner 1 will devote my best ener- |to I’!ukafl In 3 nful large amoints
8 2 avis Iss A4 procla- | house. Flve days later he reported. in murked 1. P, B, . F. Kenner and St | buyi 1% und selling Confedorate curios| _ e X duties 1|9f money In selver were sent by Pick-
nm:lrmHj to '-111-' soaatey r!f.'-"hrir‘:ln: ;nr:wlrlrlnm t0 Mr. Benjamin that he had|Martin. St Martin was Mr, Benjamin's | and  recorde. 1n.  Septamber 1366, | '8 I"" s 1‘“"; atho r'" thedditle il Tt imIacie Tnl Ry o Ll a bl e n
hare determined resistance, and that pincsd all of the boxes mlx ' -In-law, K e . T T NG ey aw in | May be required to perform.’
il i e aisnlidle LN _h 1% In mlx large ULrother-in-law., Kenner was a mem-] Bromwe I, swhe was practlcing law In NS ]'Ici:k--ll Sare o A RA Ram Made Frem Origlnal,
AR D= S e B ETTRE —— | plete records of Mr. Benjamin's ofice| The medalllons were sold extensive-
=¥ - na——— pre———— to men of prominence and wealth in |1y throughout the South. One of these

October Furniture Bargains

October is the month for Furniture buying, and we've the firm determination to make

it worth your while
underselling bargains

Furnitufe fresh from America’s foremost factories.
need, necessities and luxuries, and arrange to settle the bill
find our credit plan the greatest aid to buying you have ever

Special in a

$39.75 Buys this Heavy,

of solid quarter-sa

Massive Bedroom Suit,

match and of guarantecd construction.

to provide your Furniture needs here.

in the best and most

Bed Room Suit

constructed
wed oak and polished.

Waorth §60.00,

All pieces

artistic Furniture.

a little at a time.
know.

Worth $24.00.

We've created special

You can buy everything you

You will

Special for Monday

These Elegant Solid Quarter-Sawed Oak
highly polished and seat covered in genuine leat her;
gix for ,...

Dining Chairs,

$15.00

New

Method

6x9

Tapest
Rugs .. uianaiin

Gas
9x12  Tapes-

try Rugs

Ranges

Will save you 25 Ox 12 Extra
wr cent, (11} g . -
iills, They possess | Velvet Rugs ..

patented improve.
ments not found on
any other gas
range. Al styles.

9x12 Extra

RUGS

Axminster Rugs

ry

$6.95

$19.75
$22.75

$14.75

Buys this
Elegant
Buf et

worth
$20.00. A neat

tesign, constructed
of quarter-sawed
oak and polished
A great bargain.

s i i s Bl 2 ool ey AT S

the South, Upon the refusa) of uny of

llcuﬂrs shows that the medalllons were

STATES OF AMERICA?

Judge Walter A.

I am quite tired of salling near the
share and fishing for archives and
sardines. Now [ have been Intendingg
writing you explanatory of delay, hug
it s — - The aforesald Is yours am
completely as If It were in your safe.

But several little things have combined
to interfere

with my plans. Ope is
that It has been traced to me. Don't
thoy wish they may get It? When

rendy, [ shall go to Boston, if neces-

gary, to deliver it in person to Mrs,
5. Bon voyage.
(Blgnad) “JOHN T. PICKETT."

"Capt. T. O, Selfridge, U. S N.. Bosto-."*
“Washington, May 24
“Captain T. 0. Selfridge, U, 8.
ton, Mnasa,
“My Dear Captaln:

“Home again after
York, Pu., and glad to
the 218t There la no danger of the
atoresald helng known tn bhe In your
possesslon. In the public notles of It
which I shall make when iy elestra-
tvpes shall be ready, o few weeks hence,
it 18 my purpose (o crente the lm-
presslon that I still hold the artlele.
This will cause fun. You will only
have to keep quiet, which, of course,
you will de.

“After all it seems to me that You
have overestimated the wvalus of tha
thing to vourself—though you are the
better judge of thut. [ presume that
It will nitimately fNnd its way Into the
possession of the government, whera
in default of the establishment of the
so:called methinks It should be. When
¥ou tlre of the bauble let me know,
as my old offer wlil hold goed. When
you the electratypes you will nai
care 50 much for the orlginal. By the

« 1873,
N., Bous-

a few diys in

find yours of

LT

way, the eclectrotyper s Masonically
plodged to secreey.
(8igned) “JOUN T. PICKETT.
YOn June 206, 4, Colongl Pickett

wrote to Colonel Chuarles . Jones, Jr.,
of New York: 'l have heon so fortunats
ig to rescue this memorial (the seald
froam oblivlon and possibly o vandalie
melting pot (it s pure silver and
welghs several pounds), [ have had
#everal elecirotyple impressjions of it
exccuted,’ He sent Colonel Jones a
medalilon,

“This and other carrespondence sis-
titkn - hils  statement Lo Captain  Sel-
fridge that 'T Intend to create the lin-
presslon that st hold the articlo

Genulneness Proven,
“In 1873, when the clectrotypes of 1he

]l'_‘unrm!r-r.-ur seu) on the markus
itlmn.-r. was exp the public us
pto the genulneness the seal whicn

was supposed to be in Colonel Plekeott's
cgsion, whercupon Colonel Plekett
tacopy to J. 5 and AL B Wyon
London, stccessurs o Jodeph 5,
asking for an afidavit us to the gen-
ulneness of the Impression,

"Messrs, Wyon forw
.I‘l"kul.: a certiticate
to the effect that the
talned of the seal wus g falthrul ves
| produetlon of the identleal seal -
| graved in 1864 by J. 8 Wyon The

ATation stoted:
1t has been the in

lable practive

'.mem to buy, In 156% he offered to ,,.,”‘m-.nTe from the orig'nal seal. Tt is as| of our house to pre Y proet Ill\-_
{to Secretary of State Seward “large | follows, dated at New York, August 23, | Dresslons of all fmportant seal work
|un5 valuable documents of the late!1873, and addressed to John T. Plekett, | eXecuted by us, und on o vomparizon
Confederate States, ombracing all the| Washington, D. C.: af the t‘mnru!‘-ﬂmu now gent us with thu
papers belonging to Mr. Benjamin's | "Dear Sir: proof ‘mpression retained hy us we
offico. “Yours with check i1 at hand. Am | hive no hesitatlo _In asgerting that s

“Seward declined to buy except npon | Much obliged. and shall now pay my | Perfect an impression could not huvo
-rm:-::" tion In Washington, and further ! Indebtudness to all men in this business | been 1-:-\:(lu--ml except from the original
| the price, $300,000, was ex-|AM sorry to hear that any one has m-{tl. We have Never mde an u=

Flekett said the papers were thought of making any of these meduls, | plieate of the seal in question.
Canada sand refused to allow them | DML It {8 nothing but what I u;xmrf'tml conclusion  Judge Moulgomury
. By - WH - 2 - | they would do; It is a pity that you

{E,I;II.“:,INU'LM iesnsbingreniiorsin conld not get a right to sell them ex- A an artiele pnhii::hr-.l in the :;"u“‘.'

In July, 1852, they were bought by |“lusively, | send you i letter which || ern I:-I.mtnrmui Soclety Papers In !.\us
tthe United Stutes government, by spe- | T8C€ived from St Louis, Mo, the other |t was stuted that ghe seal rn_r thi L‘un-
|‘.|u| act of Congr for $75,000, By fdny. Perhaps you had better write to federacy wns m,:< rloolied 1-_\_ Lhe -l"f“‘-
| the ngreement of sule the papers were him: they are too large for belt huekles, | federnte authorities :I_I.ul .‘I‘tet;umu:,
|to be dellvered In Canada, and Lieu-|Any el.ctratyper can make them from | fell Into the hands of Colonel Plekett,
tenant Thomas ©O. Selfrldge, U, S N., |©ne of the Impressions better than ha| who, after having a number of olectro-
was commissloned to recelve them |t2h from the original seal and much | types made from It in copper, silver,
from Plekett. They were secured hy|®i¥ler. My advice to you Is to sel| as and t;uld.l presented the orlginal 11
Lieutenant Selfridge, inventorled by H’nﬁn s possible what you have got.| Colonel Willlam E  ISuarle, of Washing-
him, with remarks, delivered to the| YOU Know that no one else in the coun- | ton, und that ‘lhm _L:n-_utl_om.u. present-
| proper authoritics are now in the|tr¥Y ¢an get them made as cheap as [|ed it to the State of ".‘HJlllll' l_-‘lrull‘nu.
Litirary of Cong and sdre known| S9N make them anl! have made them |1 have been Informed rell.uhls that Col-
as the Plekett papers. nnd - witl ntinue to mike them, So|onel Plekett did ot .g!\.- the eul Lo

DEnounved In South, IT there 18 any sale at all rush it now,| Mr. Earle. und 1| have been infor l]u:l_j

“When the sale was announced pPle-|0F some one “"“I-'zl'_'f the inslde track| also an the best aunthority thac the
kett wis denounced In the SBouth .for nl’l you If you don't. entatlon spoken of \\'ill‘i.{iltl"l of the
selling the archives of the Confeder-{  THetWo following letters from Plok- alliony made by Mr. Black, ]
fzey. Om itember 3. 1872, aboul a ett'y letter book show that the sea Judge Montgomery sadd r:n:llncl 'thut
‘.Im'.mlh after Plekett recelved the $78.- was dellvered to Lieutenant Zelfridge.” | he had seen |.~t§-_-r In_ a New York
lwn Hrr.unwvu made a declaration and]continued Judge _.\Iurllgnnn-r,v: | paper slgned by W, MeK, Darwood .iu
reril.ﬂv.-:lo befare N, Callan, In Wash- “Washington, D. t_ ; wh!rh_ thin o riter btfit--zl that lh: vislt-
!inglon, in substanee as follows: Thut “December 21, 1873, ed Trinity College '-\““"'"’t_i'“- iend TN
.hl-;. J. W, Bromwell's last official aet "My Dear Captain: SHOWAMEIC L LA I.he anifed arag,
lor duty as un ofMeclal of the Dapartment “I am very glad to hear fram you| présentsd by Judalh P. Benlamin, .m_!d.
i of __;;'“, of sald Confederate States and  guite envy your prospect of athat he hod noe doubt thuay it wos still
;-nn.ﬂlxtml R p.-u.rk!n.c up ot Rich- sptedy escape fr thitt frozen rpg!.un. thers,
Lmond, Virginia, about the Jast of March, | 1} 18 (rozen eno here. Do not for- An ul'lll-l.ui Inquiry proved that the
11565, ot WL Ehe e nives un sol forth EELoUIUudara ““M-}.-:i to my hav-seal in EBngland was one of the modil-
lof the satd Department of State and | D5 4 fnger in that ‘raging canuwl. Hons= and not the originel seal,

transporting them to a supposed place
of safety In the South,

! aving complind fully with his
and having turned the sald
and =0 forth over to other
ofMicers of the =ald Confederile Stules,
the fiducinry relatlons of the sald de-

yonent to sald archives and sa forth
tended: and inasmuch as he, the de-
ponent, shortly after renewsd his nl-

leglonee (o the United States he gave
t himself no further care with regard to
| snld archives, nnd presumed thut they
| hind hoen eaptured by the United Htates
Lo 5

it hie, the deponent, became awarns
| seme yeurs later that the s archives
hud pever come into the posssssion of
the United States, but wore  spirited
Wiy by private parties, and that John
I'T. Pickett, Esq, attorney-at-law  at
[\\'ush:ngmn. wut employed by holders
jof =sald archlves to negotlute thelr de-
lllwrry to the Unlited States government,
I

thould Southern and Northern Demo-
jerats refuse to take them:
| “That deponent was privy te uall of

| Mr, Pickelt’'s regotlations. and he,
| Plekett, had glven o truthful relation
jof the samo, avolding any breach of
| contiden to the publle press. e e
Pelured that  Pleleatt bud ne o fdoet
|r-- tions o Lthe archives, that he
honestly Wit everybody  conme

with the muatter, und although the en-
tire sum of $375.000 pald by the United
| States government for the archives wias
uitimately receivial by Mr Plokett,
he retained than half of {t for
I hlx own ard ponsible, and valu-
able services.

“Soon ufter this declarstion was pub-

less

us,

fighed BRromwell went o Fuaiepe, In
ane of Pleknot Tett to Hromwell in
i 15, dated October 1 ha Stat-
cd; T wm glad that you propose muk-
: Ing o tour: it will be of inestimable
tadvantage to youn giving you an en-

tirely now sot of ideas and expanding

Your views of e In another letter
atates thut ho hopes he will make
tour and not return untll with

fquite a new set of ideas.

A sum of money was haeld (n trust
for Mrs, Bromwell by Colonel Plokelt,
vand that Colonel Pickett was rosponsie
ble for Mr. Bromwell's depariure is

! ho
!qulln n
i

|
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